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Our theme for April is “Theological Reflection.” You may wonder, “what’s that??”
There are plenty of answers to that question, but here is one: it can mean to reflect on the events of the world
theologically. To consider what’s happening in the world or in our own lives with a theological lens.
It could also mean to reflect on the subject of theology, but let’s stick with the first possibility for now. What
would it mean to reflect on life with a theological perspective?
It means to ask certain questions, such as “what am I valuing as ultimate here?”, “How does this demonstrate
radical, transformative love – or not?”, or “what narrative are we telling about the relationship between the
sacred, the “profane”, and time and history?”
Let me give some examples.
When we talk about climate change, you might theological issues show up when people consider their
responsibility. Are they “stewards” of the earth? Or interdependent with all of life? Or is this world only a
temporary sojourn before the afterlife, so it doesn’t really matter? Those are theological questions, and they
greatly affect how we might respond and act.
Or, in the work I do on early childhood, I often note that I do it because each child is holy, and should be able to
live a life of meaning and joy. This is a different reason than “preparing children for the workforce” or “reducing
juvenile crime.” When I say this, it brings people up short – they are so used to giving only secular answers. But
isn’t the theological reason deeper and more powerful? It shifts the conversation in ways that I think are
important.
In your personal life, one theological question to reflect on is “what I am making ultimate?” Whatever we make
ultimate is our god, even if we don’t call it that. Is it money? Safety? Adventure? Identity? Power? or, is it, as
I seek but do not always make it, Love? Asking yourself this question can clarify your every-day choices and
shape how you interact with others.
Thinking theologically is a hard habit to get out of once you get started. You begin to see these hidden
theological and religious questions behind everything. Reflecting on them may be illuminating for you.
In faith,
Matthew
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Theological Reflection & Repairing the World
- Members and friends of the church who live at Wesley
Willows are invited to join others and Rev. Matthew on
the 4th Tuesday of most months at 9am. We will meet
in the fellowship hall at Aldersgate United Methodist
Church.

We may believe that we know how to repair the world,
but the work of repair is far more complex than we
imagine. The repair has to do with society writ large, as
well as the planet, and any repairs that we propose must

Want to have a group – a book group, a parent group, a
“circle supper”, or whatever you like?
– just email Autumn at office@uurockford.org and she
can give you the Zoom login and password

be persuasive and effective, both morally and
strategically. Per James Luther Adams (p. 2), our work
involves constructing and implementing a prophetic
theology that is authentic, socially (and ecologically)
relevant, and morally grounded. This is a theology of
hope. Rather than running toward answers, we must
spend time with questions and live into answers about
the nature of repair. In this work, the discipline of
theological reflection as a communal exercise will serve
us well.

