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Reverence is our theme for October. Reverence, the dictionary will tell you, means deep respect. But of
course, that’s insufficient. Reverence is a quasi-religious value and requires a religious explanation.
Reverence is not idolatry. It is not worshiping something that doesn’t deserve it. Reverence, instead, is
respect where it is due, and it is a sense that there is “something more” in what we have reverence for.
What are things worthy of reverence?
Well, the universe itself. The world we live in. The sense of majesty and wonder of life. Start there – which
can be deeply overwhelming. But reverence is how we manage the “overwhelm,” actually. Through
reverence, we give our sense of majesty a name and place.
Other live is also worthy of reverence. To see in another person or any living thing something “more than” the
sum of its parts is to have reverence for life. To see it as worthy of respect and honor.
These two reverences will shift our ethical choices, because they remind us that neither the world nor those
who inhabit it belong to us, but instead they belong to themselves.
Some people have reverence for tradition, and I don’t think that’s always a bad thing. Something done by the
ancestors is often worthy of some respect. We have something to learn from those who have gone before. I
also thing we should a kind of reverence for our descendants – for the future. We owe them, too, a duty of
respect.
One thing I rarely choose to have reverence for is political authority. I often don’t “pledge allegiance to the
flag” or participate in the trappings of this kind of civic reverence. I’m not that comfortable with doing so,
though I don’t begrudge those who are. But I do not find the nation-state worthy of reverence. The idea of
democracy? Yes. The particular nation? Not really.
And this is actually clarifying, right? Because what we decide to have “irreverence” for can teach us what we
have reverence for. If you revere everything, then nothing is really sacred. But if you revere nothing, then we
become unmoored and adrift.
I invite you this month to consider what you want to revere. What deserves sacred respect – and what
doesn’t? What do you revere now, based on your actions and choices? Is that what you want to revere?
What will it take to make the change?
In faith,
Matthew
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Reverence & Repairing the World
It is impossible to repair the world if we do not
have reverence for the Earth, this amazing planet
that gave birth to us, and to the ten-thousandthousand things with whom we share life. The
chance of the existence of Earth and of our species
on Earth are considered to be less than 1 in 60
- Touchstones: contact your touchstones group
facilitator for the time
and meeting ID, if you do not already have it.

billion. Not great odds, but here it is and here we
are. As Wendell Berry writes, “it is only on the
condition of humility and reverence before the
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world that our species will be able to remain in it.”
Respect is not enough. Love is not enough.
Humility and reverence can create right
relationship so that care and repair can matter.

